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innocence been dreaming, but " a dirty intrigue of low
ambition."

There was a moment when Walpole seems to have
apprehended serious danger from Bolingbroko. The
same influences that had forced the minister to assent to
his return, were actively at work to procure his admission
to power. The matter is very obscure, and perhaps is now
hardly worth unravelling, even if it wore possible. The
authority of the mistress over the Icing, and tho weight
of Bolingbroke's bribes with the mistress, wore certainly
thought by Walpole to constitute a standing peril, and
the fluctuations of Hanoverian policy and interest un-
doubtedly opened a field admirably suited to Boling-
broke's genius for intrigue. He took the bold step of
insisting that the king should give his enemy an audience
and hear all that he had to say. As might havo been
expected, mercurial plausibilities were little calculated
to move the saturnine mind of tho king. " .Bagatelles^
bagatelles" he answered, when Walpolo askod him what
Bolingbroke had said. Bolingbroke resembled Do Itotss
in genius for intrigue, though far inferior to him in
intrepidity and courage, and so now, just as 1)0 Kote,
when he found himself repulsed at court, directed all his
passion and his hate against Mamrin, Bolingbroke made
the destruction of Walpole tho object of his life, to be
effected by calumny, by wit, by invective and ridicule,
by every appeal to the selfishness of bad men and the
unguarded prepossessions of the good.olingbroko has recently boon made the subject of several
